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Members 
Wage Cuts 


_ Members of the National Farm La- 
bor Union in Florida are winning. a 
successful fight to keep their wages 
from being cut, according to reports 
_ ‘Teaching the national office. 


number of strikes of short dura-+” 


tion have been won by Union mem- 
pers as some of the large packing 


houses where the fruit pickers work 
have attempted to cut the workers’ 


wages during and Decem- 


ber. 

The Union rates are 15¢ for a 
standard box of oranges and 9¢ for 
a standard box of grapefruit. 


Packers Hold 


Secret Meetings 


It was revealed recently that pack- 


ng house operators held a secret 


bs 


meeting at Haines City, Florida, on} 
November 15th for the purpose of en- 
listing the aid of the labor contractors: 


_ in cutting wage rates of fruit pickers. 


Only a few of the “bird dog” con- 
tractors agreed to accept lower wages 
for the men they hire. “Bird dog” 


contractors are independent opera- 


tors who hire crews and then pick 
oranges and grapefruit for the owner 
or operator who will give them the 
best deal. They search for the best 
grovesas a rule and therefore known 
as “bird doggers.” Usually the “bird 
dog” crewmen get higher wage rates 
than the regular crews. Many’ of/ 
these labor contractors have been in 
sympathy with the Union and are 
not expected to engage in wage cut- 


_ ting since they have a stake in seeing 
that their men make more money. 


Organizing Drive Underway 


In the meanwhile, L. S. Warnock 
and Ed Mitchell, assisted by dozens 
of volunteer workers are enlisting 
new members in the Union by the 
hundreds. Twelve chapters of Local 
201 have been organized in as many 
different communities in Polk County 
alone. Local Unions are functioning 
in two adjacent counties. Organiza- 
tion work is also getting underway 
over on the east coast near Ft. Pierce. 
The Executive Committee of Local 
201 met for the first time this season 
on November. 16th with all chapters 


"Memphis, Tenn. 


14th Annual Convention 


1947. 


Meets In Little Rock 


The 14th annual convention of the 1 National Farm Labor Union, A. F. of} 
L., will meet at the Little Rock, Arkansas, Labor Temple on Friday, Decem- 
ber 12th. Delegates representing 242 local unions and 45,000 members of the 
Farm Labor Union will gather for a three day session. Large delegations 
from the west ‘coast, the Florida citrus belt, and the ee area are ex- 


to attend. 


‘K delegation the Kern County Far Union I 
tell the convention about the strike on the 22,000 acre Di Giorgio Farms 
Corporation at Arvin, California, where 1,500 members have been out since 


October ist. 


Speakers representing the national officers of the American Federation 
of Labor in Washington will address the convention. Representatives of 
many International Unions affiliated with the American Federation of Labor 
will also attend and speak to the delegates during the convention. | 

_ Among the highlights of the convention will be an educational program 
for officers and delegates attending the convention. Mr. Edward H. Wyler, 


_ | secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky Federation of Labor, who has been an 


outstanding leader in developing a workers’ education program, will be one 
of the main speakers. Mr. J. Ross Robley, attorney for the National Farm 
Labor Union, will address the convention on the report of President Tru- 
man’s Committee on Civil Rights, entitled “To secure These Rights.” Mr. 
Paul Jacobs, representing the National Labor Service of the American Jew- 
ish Committee, will also be on this program. 

‘Mr. Maynard Baird from the Southern office of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, will make recordings of the convention proceedings. Moving 
pictures will also be shown during the convention. Full reports and pictures 
of the convention in action will be carried in the January issue of the Farm 


Labor News. 


represented. Plans were worked out 


for a thorough going organizing cam- 


paign in each town and community 
in central Florida. Vice President F. 
R. Betton spent two weeks in the 


citrus belt helping work out the or- 
ganizing program. 


The Betton Plan 


The Executive Commitee of Local 
201 adopted an organizing program 
as outlined by Vice President F. R. 
Betton and named it “The Betton 
Plan.” The plan provides that every 
member of the chapter shall be a 
member of a special organizing com-~ 
mittee to enlist members in the 
Union. Wherever five or more mem- 
bers are employed on a picking crew, 
one of the members will be named 
the Union Steward, who will see that 
the Union wages are paid. The mem- 
bers will inform all non members 
about the Union and urge them to 
join its ranks. Regular meetings of 
the Local’s Executive Committee will 
be held and officers of the chapters 
shall be free to attend each meeting. 
The motto is—“Every Worker a 
Union Member.” 


FEPC bill it will g 


FEPC Council 
Thanks Members 


Mr. Elmer W. Henderson, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the National Coun- 
cil for a Permanent Fair Employment 
Practices Committee, acknowledge 
the receipt of contributions made by 
the members of the National Farm 
Labor Union as follows: “Please ac- 
cept our deep appreciation for the 
contribution of $33.34 which you sent 
us in your letter of November 7th. 
We are particularly pleased that in- 
dividual members of your organiza- 
tion were induced to help. We know 
that it was a sacrifice for them to do 
so and that it came from the heart. I 
hope that if we succeed in passing t 

a long- 
dard of li 


toward raising the st 
of many of your members and of 
these contributors, who may have 
been barred from better employment 
because of their race, religion or na- 
tional origin. We will deeply ap- 


preciate any further contributions 


which you may be able to send us.” 


Goes 


The strike of 12, 


favor of the members 
ty Local 218 came when the 130 Mex- 


, | ican nationals were removed from the 


Di Giorgio Ranch by the Department 
of Agriculture. The Mexican na- 
‘tionals who stopped work when the 
strike started, were forced to become 
strike breakers by the Department of 
Agriculture and were sent back to 
Mexico only after strong protests had 
been made by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and other interested or-. 
ganizations and individuals. — 
Corporation Tries 
Recruit Scabs 


Following the removal of the Mex- 
ican nationals, the Di Giorgio Corpo- 
ration began a campaign to recruit 
‘strike breakers, sending recruiting 
agents as far away as Texas. Officers 
of the Texas Federation of Labor 
were notified. The State Labor Com- 
missioner notified all of its agents to 
be on the lookout for the Di Giorgio 
recruiters. Plans were made to in- 
voke the Byrnes Law which prohibits 
the transfer of strike breakers across 
state lines. The Corporation turned 


+to the “Farm Labor Office’? main- 


tained by the Department of Agri- 
culture in Bakersfield to recruit their 
strike breakers. The Kern County 
Farm Labor Local placed a picket 
line about this “Farm Labor Office” 
and they were forced to stop sending 
men out to scab on the Union work- 
ers. 


Support F rom 
Organized Labor . 


In the meantime, thousands of déle 
lars for strike relief are being sent in 


out the country were called upon by 


Dowe headed the list of members of 


nating a day’s pay to the strikers 


(Continued On Page Two) 


its third month. Th Pee 


by organized labor throughout the . 
state and nation. Members of the | 
National Farm Labor Union throughe- | 


President ‘Mitchell to donate 

| day’s pay each to help win the strike. 
President Mitchell, Vice President — 
Betton and Secretary - Treasurer. P 
the National Farm Labor Union, do- | 


sondson Local 43 at Edmondson, 
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How To Be A 


the primary election, 


FARM LABOR NEWS @ 


lil 


Voter In 1948 


Members of. the National Farm La- 
bor Union who live in the states list- 
ed below may qualify to vote by fol- 
lowing these instructions. 7 


‘Alabama 


Poll taxes of $1.50 per year must 
be paid between October 1, 1947, and 
February 1, 1948, in order to qualify 
to vote. All back poll taxes must be 
paid from the time a citizen is 21 
years of age in order to qualify. To 
vote in the primary election on May 
4, 1948, a voter who has paid his poll 
taxes must also register on one of the 
following days: January 5, 19, or 
28th; February 2 or 16th; March 1 or 
15th; April 5 or 19th. He may also 
register the day before election, May 


Arkansas 

Poll taxes of $1 per person must 
have been paid on or before October 
1, 1947, to qualify to vote in either 


August 10, 
1948, or in the November general 


~ election in 1948. Payment of poll tax 


is all that is required to vote. There 
is no registration law. 


California 


Any person otherwise qualified, 


may vote by registering before April} 


30th, to vote in the primary election 
on June 1, 1948. He may also qualify 
to vote in the general election by 
registering on or before September 
22, 1948, when the books are closed 


| for the 


F 


Any person otherwise qualified to 
vote must register between February 
2 and March 1, 1948, to take part in 


- the primary elections en May 4, 1948. 


He may also qualify to vote in the 
general election by registering be- 
tween August 2, and October 9th. The 
books are open only 3 days a week. 
There is rio poll tax in Florida. 


Lenisiana 


Any person otherwise qualified to 
vote, may register any time before. 
‘August 14, 1948, and be eligible to 
vote in the primary election which is 
held September 14, 1948.’ The books 
re-open from September 15th to Oc- 
tober 2nd for registration to vote in 
the general election. However, in 
parishes with a population less than 
12,000, the books are open only 2 
days a week. There is no poll tax in 
Louisiana. 


Mi ississippi 


» A poll tax of $2 must be ao on or 
before February 1, 1948, for a person 
to’ become a qualified voter in Miss- 


issippi. He must also register before 


April. 24th to vote in the primary 
election August 24, 1948. To vote in 
the general election in November, he 
must register before July 2, 1948. 


Missouri 


Citizens in counties of more than 
150,000 population are required to 
register on special days set aside for 
registration. This is also true of the 


_ persons living in cities of 10,000 or 


more who want to qualify to vote. In 
other rural areas, registration is made 
when a citizen presents himself to 
vote. There is no poll tax in Missouri. 
Primary election day is August 3, 
1948. 


New Mexico 

To qualify to vote, a citizen must 
register before May 8, 1948, to vote 
in the primary election June 8th. 
Books are re-opened from June 14th 
to October 2nd for registration to 


‘California Strike 


Goes On 


(Continued From From Page. One) 
Ark., was the first of the mid-South 
ocala to make a contribution. Florida 
locals also contributed to the strike 


of their and*sisters in Cali- 
fornia. 


Evictions U nderway 
The Di Giorgio Corporation has 


served notice on all workers who are 


living in the company owned houses 
ta move. The Union countered this 
notice with an offer by each striker 
to pay all back rent due. Checks 
covering the rent of each of the strik- 
ing workers were sent by registered 
mail to officers of the corporation. 
The rent money was returned and 
court proceedings were started to 
evict the families. Attorneys for the 
State Federation of Labor. andthe 
Kern County Central Labor Union 
are representing the strikers. 


Thanksgiving Dinner 
And Xmas Parties 


A dinner for al Di Giorgio workers 
was given on Thanksgiving Day by 


the Workmen’s Circle of Los Angeles. 


Plans are underway to hold Christ- 
mas parties for the children of Union 
members who are out on strike. | 


Strikers Will Hold Out 
Until-S pring 


The Di Giorgio Farms workers say 
that they will hold out until next 
spring or summer if necessary to 
force the corporation to deal with the 
Union. In the meantime, unless fruit 
trees and vineyards are pruned and 
the land is irrigated twice a week, 


|the 22,000 acre farm may return to 
the desert. Members of the Union 


are ready to go back to work under 

a Union contract and unless Mr. Di 

Giorgio soon agrees, his farm will be 

ruined. 

How Rich Is Di Giorgio? 
Financial reports in the possession 

of the National Farm Labor Union 


show that the Di Giorgio Fruit Corp- 
oration is worth $4,545,298. ‘The| 


profits of. this corporation after all 


taxes paid. in 1946 were $2,804.298. 
The corportation owns nearly 30,000 
acres of land in California. Wineries 
and packing houses are scattered all 
over California. Di Giorgio owns a 
citrus fruit juice cannery in Winter 
Haven, Florida and another in- Ft. 
Pierce, Florida. 

The brand names used in selling 
fruit are: “Red Flag,” “High Color,’ | 
“Blue Flag,” “O’Yes,” “River Boy,” 
“Sun Color,” “Earl Crown,” and “Try 
One.” Readers of the Farm Labor 
News are urged to look and see if any 
of these names appear on boxes or 
canned fruit they buy. The products 
of the Di Giorgio Corporation are on 
the unfair list. 


vote in the general election in No- 
vember. 


Tennessee 


Poll tax of $1 must be paid by citi- 
zens before they may qualify to vote. 
Some counties also charge an extra 
$1 poll tax. Taxes must be paid be- 
fore August 5th for a person to vote 
in the primary election, and before 
September 2nd to vote in the general 
election. Voters must also register on 
July 14th to 16th for the primary and 
on Otcober 10th to 13th for the Lao 
eral’ election. 


Texas 


be paid between October 1, 1947 and 
January 31, 1948, to qualify as a 
voter in the primary election July 
24th and the general election in No-|} 


vember. Poll tax payment is regis 
tration. 


7 


brand of “aristocracy” since the La- 
.| bor Party is in power. 


_|land are trying to do for themselves 


Jone of the most important things in 
the world today. If they.are able to] 


| Makes Rounds 
Poll taxes of $1.75 per person must | 


| 


Aristocrats In 
Under Labor Party | 


Jennie Lee, ‘member of the. British 
House of Commons, reported on a 
recent speaking tour of the United 
States, that England now has a new 


These “aristocrats” are folks whol 
ride in baby buggies or who are car- 
ried in their mothers’ arms. The 
children of England are better off 
than they ever were before the war. 
They get plenty of food, milk and 
orange juice, and stay healthy. Food 
is rationed fairly in England. The 
rich and the poor alike get the same 
amount of food to eat. As a result, 
people as a whole are better fed in 
spite of the grumbling of the well- 
to-do and the rich ~— about the 
shortages. 

‘Jennie Lee, who is the wife of 
Aneurin Bevan, a minister in the La- 
bor Cabinet, came to Arkansas back 
in 1935 and spoke to a meeting of 
members of the old Southern Tenant 
‘Farmers Union at Marked Tree. 

What the working people of Eng: 


through their Labor government is 
win out, it will affect us here in 


America and may well show usa way 
where men can still be free and en- 


joy the good things of life which we]. 


produce in this country. | 


Save Meat, Wheat| 
Save The Peace 


- The Director of National Organi- 
‘zations of President Truman’s “Citi- 
zens Food Committee” has written to 
inquire what members of the Na- 


tional Farm Labor Union are doing] 


to save wheat, save meat and save 


the peace. President Mitchell has in- 
formed the director that members of 


this organization are more than doing | 


their part. With prices as high as 
they are, few members of the Union 
can afford meat even once a week. 


With flour and corn meal equally. 


high, none is going to waste in the 
‘homes of members of the National 


Negroes Voting 
In Arkansas 


Newspapers report that one fourth] 


of the qualified voters in Jefferson 
County, Arkansas, are Negroes. In a 
recent election, their votes for city 
judge were the deciding element. The 
winner of the election was charged 
by his opponent of being supported 
by the National Association for Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. With 
5,000 qualified voters out of 20,000, 
the Negro people constitute the bal- 
ance of power and may decide any 


sas. 


Mi ississippi Organizer 


B. J. Bennett, organizer in the] 
Mississippi Delta, says he is going} 
day and night getting the members 
of Local 67 to pay up their member-| 
ship dues this fall. Local 67 covers 
all of the lower part of the Yazoo- 


election in Jefferson County, Arkan- 
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EXECUTIVE 


This bill was defeated, 


nificant for agricultural labor. The 


- big business and industrialized agri- 
culture, enacted legislation designed 


American workers. 


 1939.. However, these wartime gains 


cancelled by the rising cost of living. 


| 


‘to organized labor in the past 100! 
‘eludes most farm workers from its 
alleged “benefits,” it has had an ef-| 

fect on the progress of organization 

of agricultural labor. It should be 
pointed out that the strongest sup-| ; 
_. port for restrictive labor legislation 


state legislatures came from rural 
areas where industrialized agricul- 


Farm Labor 


| farm workers by the Congress came 
all: government housing projects for 


vanced by the industrialized farm in- 
terests were for the federal govern-| 
- ment to sell the 56 permanent farm 


federal government to lend them 


. proposal, which was incorporated in 
the Hope-Capper Bill, was too raw 


. lead in opposing this legislation and 
fornia. The Douglas bill is still pend- 
; ing. However, a compromise measure 


‘result, all of the farm ‘labor camps 


ers, 


-tnercy of the big farm operators. The 


' terests of industrialized agriculture, 
Contained ,a provision whereby the 
war time program of: importing for- 
_@ign workers for exploitation on 


introduction: 
‘The year 1947 has been most sig- 


Congress of the United States, in 
‘obedience to the vested interests of 


to beat down the living standards of 
Because of 
labor shortages during war time, 
wage rates for farm work had risen 
to an average which equalled that 
paid to industrial workers before 


of agricultural labor have now been 


The real wages paid to farm workers 
are now as low as they were-at any 
time during the depression of the 
1930’s. The only advantage to the 
farm worker is that so far, there has 
been more employment on farms 
than during the gina of the de- 


‘The Taft-Hartley “Slave Labor” 
taw was the most severe blow dealt: 


years. Although this measure ex- 


by the Congress and in the various 


ture is thé most important factor in 
the economy and where labor is un- 
organized. 


The most severe blow struck at 
when it ordered the liquidation of 
farm labor. The first proposals ad- 


labor housing projects only to private 
associations of growers, and for the 


money at low interest rates to pur- 
chase the farm workers’ homes. This 


even for the 80th Congress. The Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union took the 


proposed a substitute measure for 
farm labor which was introduced by 
Congresswoman Douglas of Cali- 


was quickly introduced and passed 
by the Congress to permit the federal 
government to lease the farm labor 
housing to private associations of big 
farm operators and to.sell all such 
housing before June 30, 1949. As a 


built by the government for the use 
of farm workers and their families, 
are now in the hands of the big farm- 
e result has been that rents 
have greatly increased, health and 
Sanitation . services have been abol- 
ished, and all child care services are 
at an end. The workers who reside 
in these farm labor camps are at the 


destruction of the program for farm 
labor housing is one of the blackest 
marks on the record of the Congress 
of the United States. 


Importing Of Foreign Labor 
_ The Hope-Capper farm labor bill 
which was prepared and introduced 
in Congress at the request of organi- 
zations representing the vested in- 


farms of the Vaned States could be 


largely due to the efforts of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union. However, 


there has been an agreement worked. 
out by the U. S. Immigration Service |~ 


and the Republic of Mexico whereby 
Mexican citizens may be permitted to 
enter the United States and engage in 
farm work. Heretofore, hundreds of 
thousands of Mexican citizens known 
as “wetbacks” have been entering the 
United States illegally to work on 


farms near the Mexican porder. 


These workers’ were held in a state of 
peonage by the farm operators and 
were paid little or no wages for their 


work. There has been very little im- 


provement since the U. S. govern- 


{ment has permitted them to enter the 


country under the,new agreement. 
These Mexican workers are supposed 
to be paid the prevailing rate for 
farm work. This wage rate is de- 
termined by collusion with big farm- 
ers and the result has been that 
American citizens, most of whom are 
of Mexican descent, have been driven 
off the farms and their shy taken by 
the now legal “wetbacks” from old 
Mexico, 


The National Farm Labor Union 
has protested this situation to the U. 
S. Immigration authorities and de- 
manded the setting of wage rates 
that are the same as required by 
American workers. The Mexican gov- 
ernment has also demanded: higher 
wages before more workers from 


their country are admitted for farm] 


work. This program should be abol- 
ished and Mexican citizens be per- 
mitted to’ enter this. Sountry on a 
quota basis, 


Social For 


j 

Farm Labor 
During the. past year’ legislation 

has been introduced in Congress 


which would extend unemployment | 


insurance and old .age and survivors 
insurance coverage to farm labor. 
However, the Congress of the United 
States was so busily engaged in 
adopting “‘anti-labor” legislation that 
no attention has been given to the 
needed amendment to social security 
laws. 


However, by court decision, agri- 
cultural workers who are employed 
by other than farmers have been held 
to be eligible for unemployment in- 
surance benefit payments when they 
are out of work. The Social Security 
Board announced that it would not 


appeal the decision of the court and 


would permit this class of agricul- 
tural labor to draw unemployment 
insurance. So far no regulations have 
been issued but it is assumed that the 
court decision in the Fresno case 
would make--workers who are em- 
ployed in ‘packing: sheds not located 
on a farm or in sheds engaged in 
processing other farmers production, 
eligible for unemployment pay. Like- 
wise, workers engaged in harvesting 
crops where the work is performed 


for a contractor or operator other 


than the owner, should also be en- 
titled to draw unemployment pay. 
The National Farm Labor Union 
should request the Social Security 
Board to issue a clear ruling as to 
who is covered by this decision, and} 
how such workers may qualify to se- 
cure benefits. 


Wage And Hour Law 


For Agriculture 


The National Farm Labor Union is 
seeking an amendment to the Wage 


-and Hour Law that will set minimum 
wages and provide for overtime rates. 


of pay for farm. workers employed 


over 40 hours per week or more then 
8 hours per day. 


A Labor Relations Law 


For Agriculture 

In the past, the National Farm La- 
bor Union has demanded the exten- 
sion of the National Labor Relations 
Act to agriculture and with it, guar- 
antees of the right of workers to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively. How- 
ever, this law has been amended by 
the enactment of the Taft-Hartley 
Labor Management ‘Act of 1947. The 
convention should consider carefully 


‘whether or not we shall seek to be 


included under provisions of this 
drastic legislation. | 
To Secure These Rights 


The Executive Council of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union considers 


the recent report made by President 
-Truman’s Committee on Civil Rights, 


the most important document issued 


by the United States government 


since the Emancipation Proclamation. 


The report of President Truman’s 
Committee on Civil Rights entitled 
“To Secure These Rights,” is being 
made available to all members of the 
National Farm Labor Union. We 
recommend a careful study of this 


document since our Union represents 


the people most+often denied their 
legal rights under the law. — 

We support the recommendations 
made by the President’s committee to 
secure our rights. Among these rec- 
ommendations are the following: 


To strengthen the Civil Rights Act 

and its enforcement by the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice. 
_ To secure the enactment of legisla- 
tion by the states to provide for the 
enforcement of law by state agencies 
similar to those of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

To secure the enactment by Con- 
gress of an anti-lynching law. 

To secure the enactment by Con- 
gress and the states of-legislation re- 
pealing the poll tax and other re- 
strictions on the right to vote. 

To secure the enactment of a fair 
employment practices law and other 
legislation which will abolish legisla- 
tion restricting the freedom of citi- 
zens on account of race, creed, color 
or national origin. 


Organization 


During the year 1947, the National 
Farm Labor Union’s dues paying 
membership has been doubled. There 
are now 242 Locals or chapters of 
Local Unions organized on a com- 


munity basis in the National Farm 


Labor Union. The enrolled member- 
ship was approximately 45,000 on 
November 30th Of this year. Of this 
number, 15,682 members were in 
good standing on this date. 


Progress In The Mid-South 


Here in the mid-South where this 
organization had its beginning in 
July of 1934, the organization has ex- 
tended its membership greatly since 
affiliation with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Seven out of ten of the 
members of the National Farm Labor 
Union live and work on cotton plan- 
tations of the mid southern states. 


Organization In Florida 


During the past year the National 
Farm Labor Union has conducted an 
organization campaign among citrus 


| workers in Florida. In Florida the 


Union signed its first collective bar- 
gaining contract with an employer 
last March. This contract covers all 
fruit pickers, loaders and other work- 
ers in the groves operated by. the 
leading packing house in the central 


Florida citrus: belt. Other 


are being negotiated in this industry 


during the 1948 season which is just — 


getting under way. 


The:Union In California 

In California, the National Farm 
Labor Union has become firmly ese 
tablished in several areas. Members 
of the Union in California are mostly 
farm workers employed on a year 


round basis. There are large nume- _ 


bers of workers of Mexican descent, — 


Japanese-Americans, Filippinos, and 
other racial or nationality minority 
groups. However, the majority of the 


California members are former Okla- 


homians, Arkansawers and Texans, 
who were “tractored out” or “blown 
off” the land during the 1930’s. They 
have joined the Union to protect 
themselves from a return to the days 
of the “Grapes of Wrath.” 


Political Action In 
Rural Areas 


The organizing camy@ gn of the 
National Farm Labor Union which 
was set in motion following the 13th 
Annual Convention last January in 
Washington, is of great importance to 
organized labor throughout the 
United States. The most powerful 


and reactionary enemies of the worke 


ing people of American are the legis- 
lators, congressmen and senators who 
are elected from agricultural areas, 
Once the National Farm Labor Union 


succeeds in establishing a mass or- 
ganization of farm workers allied | 


with the industrial workers of the 
cities, the death knell of this type of 


politician will sound. 


Here in the mid-southern states 
where members of the National Farm 


Labor Union have been barred from © 


the polls on account of poll taxes, 
progress is reported. 
Men and women of this class are 
qualifying to vote in increasing num- 
bers. In many areas, these organized 


workers hold the balance of political 


power. 


Aid From A. F. Of L. 
The National Farm Labor Union is 


indebted to the American Federation 


of Labor, its international unions, 
state federations, central labor bodies 
and local unions for the support it 
has received in its organizing cam- 
paign during the past year. The Nae 
tional Farm Labor Union has re- 
ceived financial aid in addition to or- 
ganizational and moral support from 
the American Federation of Labor 
and its affiliated unions throughout 
the United States. 


The growth of the organization 
during 1947 is due in no small part 
to the cooperation we have received 
from other organized workers. The 
expansion of the organization has 
been held back more by the lack of 
trained leadership than it has by a 
lack of finances. We are now as- 
sembling a staff of national repre-. 
sentatives and during the coming 
year,-plan to expand our organization 
throughout the United States, making 
the union a National Farm Labor 
Union as its name es 


“A Shot Gun 


|Weddin’”’ 


“Doc,” said the old. sharecroppea | 


leading a gangling boy into the doc. 
tor’s office, “I want you to fix up my 
son-in-law, had to shoot him in 

leg yestiddy and he’s lamed uya bit. 
“Why,” said the doctor, “You oughf 
to be shamed of shooting your ows 
son-in-law.” ‘Well, Doc,” said the 


sharecropper, “He warn’t my son-in- 


when I shot 
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The Moral Reason 


Is Now” 


-jiberty. The second time was when 


havoc. 


“The Time 


From The Report Of The 
President’s Committee 


On Civil Rights 


Twice before in American history 
the nation has found it necessary to 


review the state of its civil rights. 
The first time was during the 15 


years between 1776 and 1791, from 
the drafting of the Declaration. of In- 
dependence through the Articles of 
Confederation experiment to the 
writing of the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. It was then that the 
distinctively American heritage was 
finally distilled from earlier views of 


the Union was temporarily sundered 
over the question of whether it could 
exist ‘half-slave” and “half-free.” 

It is our profound conviction that 
we have come to a time for a third 
re-examination of the situation, and 
a sustained drive ahead. Our reasons 


for believing this are those of con-} 
science, of self-interest, and of sur-$ 


vival in a threatening world. Or to 
put it another way, we have a. moral 
reason, an economic reason, and an 
international reason for believing 
that the time for action is now. 


We have considered the American 
heritage of freedom at some length. 
We need no further justification for 
a broad and immediate program than 
the need to reaffirm our faith in the 
traditional American morality. The 
pervasive gap between our aims and} 
what we actually do is creating a 
kind of moral dry rot which eats| 
away at the emotional and rational 
bases of democratic beliefs. There 
are times when the difference be- 
tween what we preach about civil 
rights and what we practice is shock- 
ingly illustrated by individual out- 
rages. There are times when the 
whole structure of o 
made ridiculous by individual -in- 
stances. And there are certain con- 
tinuing, quiet, omni-present practices 
which do irreparable damage to our 
beliefs. 


As examples of “moral erosion” 
there are the consequences of suf- 
frage limitations in the South. The 
fact that Negroes and many whites| 
have not been allowed to vote in 
some states has actually sapped the 
morality underlying universal suf- 
frage. Many men in public and pri- 
vate life do not believe that those 
who have been kept from voting are | 
capable of self rule. They finally 
convince themselves that disfran- 
chised people do not really have the 
right to vote. 

Wartime segregation in the armed 
forces is another instance of how a 
social pattern may wreck moral 
Practically all white officers 
and enlisted men in all branches of 
service saw Negro military personnel 
performing only the most menial 
functions. They say Negroes recruit- 
ed for the common defense treated as 
men apart and distinct from them- 
selves. As a result, men who might 
otherwise have maintained the equal- 
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by the Natio Farm Laber Unien. 
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under the act at 3, 1879. 
Address all com 


our ideology is | surprise at the excellent performance | 


/some Negro troops did not do well; it} 


| the position of runner-up. What child 


munications 
‘Ton. Labor News to: Bex 443, Memphis 1. 
enn 


| strong and free... 


tion, fighting racial and religious { 
discrimination that weakens our 
_ unions, keeping American labor. : 


‘Freedom i is 3s Everybody’: ~ Job! 


National Labi’ Service 


Farm Labor 


Round Up 


Fewer Workers On Farms | 

The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Farm Labor Report states that 
there were nearly a million less jobs 
for farm workers on November list 
than on October ist. This is due to 
the seasonal decline as 1947 crops ; 
were harvested. 


| Cotton Picking Higher 


Nearly all of this year’s cotton crop. 
has been picked. The Department of 


| Agréculture reports that the average 


paid for picking was $2.65 per 100 
pounds in 1947. In most states the 
rate for picking 100 pounds of cotton 
was higher than last year, although 
in Alabama, the wage rate fell from 
$2.40 in. 1946 to $2.25 per 100 this 
Union Members Get 
Higher W ages | 
Members of the National Farm 


|Labor Union throughout the mid- ~ © 


southern states report a higher wage | 
for cotton picking than has been re- 
ported for their states as a whole. 
The wages received by members of 
the Union has been from $3 to $4 per 
}100 pounds. California members re-_ 
port that they are being paid $3 to _ 
$3.50 per 100 pounds for picking. 


| Citrus Fruit Harvest Late 


In the central Florida citrus belt, 
the grapefruit and orange crops were 
| delayed from two to three weeks in 
| getting underway because of weather 


}conditions. Fruit pickers report a. 


move on the part of the packing  §§ 


itarian morality of their forebears 
were given reason, to look down on 
‘their fellow citizens. This has been 
sharply illustrated by the Army 
|study discussed previously, in which| 
‘white servicemen expressed great 


of Negroes who joined them in the 
firing line. Even now, very few peo- 
ple know of the successful experi- 
ment with integrated combat units. 
Yet it is important in explaining why 


is proof that equal treatment can 
produce equal performance. | 
Thousands upon thousands of 
small, unseen incidents reinforce the 
impact of headlined violations like 
lynchings, and broad social patterns 
like segregation and inequality of} 
treatment. There is, for example, the 
matter of “fair play.” As part of its 
training for democratic life, our 
youth is constantly told to “play 
fair,” to abide by “the rules of the 
game,” and to be “good spo 
how many boys and girls in our 
country experience such things as 
Washington’s annual, marble tourna- 
ment? Because of the prevailing pat- 
tern of segregation, established as a 
model for youth in the schools and 
recreation system, separate tourna- 
ments are held for Negro and white 
boys. Parallel elimination contests 
are sponsored until only two victors 
remain. Without a contest between 
them, the white boy is automatically 
designated as the local champion and 
sent to the national tournament, 
while the Negro lad is relegated to 


cah achieve any real understanding 
of fair play, or sportmanship, of the 
rules of the game, after he has per- 
sonally experienced such an example 
of inequality? | 

It is impossible te decide who suf- 
fers the greatest moral damage from 
our civil rights transgressions, be- 
cause all of us are hurt. That is cer- 
tainly true of those who are victim- 
ized. Their belief in the basic truth 
of the American promise is under- 
mined. But they do have the realiza- 


Yet,} 


tion, galling as it sometimes is, of be- 


Union Wins 


Victory _ 


Eleven members of the National: 
Farm Labor Union have been re- 


turned to their jobs with back pay, 


according to reports made by Mrs. 
‘Reba McMurry, secretary of Local 


219 at Exeter, California. 


The Union members were fired by 
the Barr Fruit Co., about 60 days ago 
for engaging in union activity. In- 
dividual complaints were filed with 
the National Labor Relations Board 


by Hank Hasiwar, West Coast Rep- 


resentative of the Union. The Board 
required the Barr Packing Co., to 
re-instate the men, pay them for all 
time lost, and to post a notice stating 
that all workers were free to join the 


N ——- Farm Labor Union. 
AFL Plans 
Political Action 


All officers of National Unions af- 
filiated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor were summoned to 
Washington for a special meeting De- 
cember 5th and 6th, to set up a Labor 
Political Education ‘Committee as au- 
thorized by the San Francisco: con- 
vention of the Federation. President 


H. L. Mitchell attended the meeting. 


ing morally in the right. The damage 
to those who are responsible for these 
standards | 
may well be greater. They, too, have 
been reared to honor the command of 
“free and equal.” And all of us must 
share in the shame at the growth of 


violations of our moral 


hypocricies like the “automatic” 


marble champion. All of us must en- 
dure the cynicism about democratic 


values which our failures breed. 


The United States can no longer 
countenance these burdens on its 
‘common conscience, these inroads on 


its moral fibre. 


houses to cut the wages of the work- 
jers. By putting up a fight against i 
every attempt to cut their wages, 
members of the National Farm Labor 
Union have succeeded in holding the 
picking rates at 15¢ per box for or- 
anges and 9¢ for grapefruit, with 
‘higher rates asked for picking sparse- 
ly fruited trees. . 


Foreign Labor On Way Out 


On November 1, there were still 
26,320 foreign workers in the United. 
States who were brought in by the. 
U. S. Department of Agriculture un- 
der. the foreign labor program, The. 
Department of Agriculture has been 
ordered by Congress to send them 
back to their native lands on or be- 
fore December 31, 1947. = 


No Labor Wanted In Florida : 


An official of the Department of 
Agriculture stated in a private re- 
port that there are too many migra= 
tory workers in Florida this winter. 
Farms on the east coast between 
Belleglade and Palm Beach are still 
under water as a result of the hurri- 
canes this fall. Normally, 30,000 
acres of land are planted in vege- 
tables. This year, less than 6,000 acres 
have been planted. 


Driven Out Of Camps, 


W orkers Need Relief 


This report by the of 
Agriculture states that 8 migratory 
camps formerly operated by the fed- 
eral government have been leased to : 
the Florida \Vegetable Growers As- ~—— 
sociation which has turned the 
projects over to local housing au- 
thorities. Rents have been increased 
and since there is little work open to 
Negro and white farm workers, they 
are moving out of the high rent 
projects, “into private quarters.” 
Others are returning to their former 
homes in Georgia, the Carolinas and 
elsewhere, looking for work when. 
there is none to be found. | 


The Department of Agriculture 
ficial who made this report, ends it 
by saying, “I further feel that relief ~ 
from source should be administered 
to curb hunger and to prevent peo- 
ple from living out of doors.” 


WA 
GANTA’S bigheartod fellow, hut there are come | 
, things met even he can bring. The greatest gift 
thet American workers enjoy teday ie something 
| neither Santa ner anyone else can give us: a free : 
¢. laber mevement. | 
Nebedy gave us sage | unions, geod contraste, 
higher wages. Nobody us Workman's Compen- 
~ Laber’s rights won by American workers thé 
hard way—paid fer with vigilance 
Sacrifice ... teil. 
Te keep this heritage we ¥ 
keep on working fer it—working et ey 
| 
together, Americans of every race 
and creed — voting in elections, 
defeating restrictive labor legisla- 
| 
Business office—683 Beale Ave., Memphis, 
4 Tenn. 
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